
GUIDE TO INSPECTIONS ON OLDER HOMES

 
Older homes often feature stronger materials, unique craftsmanship, and architectural character not commonly found in
modern construction. A thorough inspection helps identify how these systems have aged and what improvements may
enhance safety and longevity.  Here are areas that will be focused on with a home that is over 50 years old.

ELECTRICAL

 

ROOF & ATTIC 

ENVIRONMENTAL
 

 PLUMBING 

FOUNDATION &
CRAWLSPACE

 

 HVAC SYSTEMS 

Older electrical
wiring, undersized
or outdated panels,
and ungrounded
outlets are
frequently present
in older homes.
Upgrades will be
recommended.

Settlement cracks,
makeshift supports,

and inadequate
vapor barriers are
common issues in

older homes.
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A V E R A G E  L I F E S P A N S
PLUMBING 45-60 YRS ELECTRICAL 40-50 YRS HVAC 15-20 YRS ASHPALT ROOF 15-25 YRS WATER HEATER 9-13 YRS
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Homes from 1970's
or older will have a
higher likelihood of
containing lead
based paint or
asbestos in some
building materials.
Testing can help
bring peace of
mind.

While HVAC
systems are

typically replaced
when they stop

working, original
ductwork is often

left and may need
replacement. 

Inspectors look for
damaged decking,
failing flashing,
missing insulation,
and poor attic
ventilation.

  
If any plumbing in

the house is
original then it may
have exceeded life

expectancy and
need replacement.
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